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 St. John’s E-Messenger 
“Building for the future with thanksgiving and praise.” 

 

REECH Board (Randolph 

Ecumenical Emergency 

Committee on Housing).  The 

REECH Board meets at noon 

the second Monday of every 

month to discuss housing 

needs in Randolph, 
fundraising and hear reports 

from the loan screening 
committee.  The Rector is on 

Ministers Wanted  

 

this committee with some 

five other reps from all our 

churches.  He’ll stay on 

since he’s the only clergy 

represented, but would like 

someone to join him from St. 

John’s in this vital ministry.  

  

 

Pat Mayer, Clerk 

William Arnold, Treasurer 
Jane Eubanks, Receipts Treasurer 

Vestry of St. John’s 

 

Steve Eubanks, Senior Warden 

Ray Mayer, Junior Warden 

Susan O’Malley 

Jane Eubanks 

Charles Scribner 
Nancy Wright 

April 2007 



        

 April Birthdays 

 

 Kevin O’Donaghue – April 17 

 

 Arden Sease – April 17 
 

 Marci White – April 26 

 

   Baptisms 

 

 Kathy Williamson – April 6 

 Jennie Sparadeo – April 24 

 

   Anniversaries 

 

 Mark and Becky Seymour 

  April 7, 1982 

  
 

 

 

 

Betsy Arnold 

Ellie Streeter 

Tim Eberhardt 

Ginny Cantlin 

Mary Ellen Bean 

Margaret Egerton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Food Shelf Board 

 

The Rector has served on this board since 

1981, but would like more St. John’s 

representation.  The Board, some seven 

members strong meets the second 

Wednesday of the month at 4:30 pm. 

Pastoral Care  

Pastoral Care met on a snowy April day – 4/4.  Our 

meeting opened with Tim reading the Collect for 
Wednesday in Holy Week.  Beth Ann then offered our 

pastoral prayer. 

 

We shared our contacts with those with illnesses, 

treatments, and failing health, and joys. 

 

A thank you went out to Harriet Chase for producing 

the note cards with the snow scene of St. John’s.  We 
will use these for our pastoral messages. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rector’s Message 

 

Dear people of St. John’s, 

 

 Things are boiling up it  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2007 

 

Twenty one brave souls 

gathered for two hours on 

Saturday, April 14th to start a 

conversation about the 

future. The central question, 

as Tim Eberhardt  posed in his 

Easter letter to all of us, is 

“how to ensure that St John’s 

is a better place, a stronger 

congregation than when any 

of us found it?” We began 

the conversation in a large 

circle, with each person 

telling how long they had 

been at St John’s and a short 
story of the bravest thing they 

had ever done there. It was a 

rich time of sharing that 

made us all realize how much 

we need to tell our stories, 

and how hungry we are to 

hear each others’ stories. 

 

We broke into small 

groups for an “African Bible 

Study”. We all reflected on 

Ephesians 4:15-16: “But 

speaking the truth in love, we 

must grow up in every way 

into him who is the head, into 

Christ, from whom the whole 

body, joined and knit 

together by every ligament 

with which it is equipped, as 

each part is working properly, 

promotes the body’s growth 

in building itself up in love.”  
 

We returned to the 

large group to receive some 

guidelines for our time 
together. 

 

If we were a 

business, or a recreational 

organization, we might 

come together on a 

Saturday morning and 

brainstorm about what we 

want the future to be. 

Because we are a church,  

guided by our belief that 

our truest journey into the 

future needs to be 

discerned with a lot of 

input from God, our 

conversation must be 

different. 
 

We must have lots of 

opportunity for silence, for 

space to listen both to 

God and each other. It’s 

not easy and it takes 

practice. This discernment 

happens for each 

participant and 

collectively for the 

community of St John’s, 

and they can’t be 

separated, they are inter-

dependant. As we heard 

in our Bible passage, that’s 

the nature of this organism 

called church.  
 

 We returned to our 

small groups and 

considered the questions: 
“What did you find when 

you came to St John’s?” 

“What has kept you 
here?” and “What do you 

do in ministry here?” 

Once again, we were 

moved by the rich 

experience and deep 

connection and 

commitment to the 

community of St John’s. 

After we ended the 

morning, again in the large 

group, some were surprised 

that it hadn’t been at all 

what they expected. It was 

unexpected, but it was a 

foundation of strengthened 

connectedness that will 

allow us to move forward in 
discernment, open and 

listening to each other and 

to God. 

 

This is a process that 

anyone can easily jump into 

at any time. If you would like 

to join in, the next gathering 

will be on Saturday, May 

12th at 9AM.   

 

 

St. John’s Ministry Discovery Group 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Saturday, May 28, 2 to 5 pm at Christ Church, Montpelier 

 Bishop Ely reports on his sabbatical visit in the Sudan 

 and El Salvador with Evensong in the Church. 

 

Sunday, May 29, after Coffee Hour: Tim convenes planning session on 

 Water Forums to be held in Randolph 

 

Tuesday, May 8, 7 pm, Vestry Meeting 

 

Saturday, May 12, 9 to 11 am in the Parish Hall.  Second gathering of Ministry Discovery group  

 For St. John’s. 

 

Sunday, May 20, after Coffee Hour: Ray Mayer convenes Buildings and Grounds Committee. 

 

Sunday, May 27, The Day of Pentecost, after Church.  All church pot luck and decision on  

 Global mission outreach. 

 

June 9th, 9 to 4. Feast of Singing with Peter Amidon at the Chandler.  Registration at 8:30 am 

 At St. John’s.  Lunch at St. John’s from 12 to 1. 
 

June 30th , St. John’s Day: 9 to 4   September 28th , Chicken Pot Pie Supper 

 

August 11th, St. John’s Golf Tournament  November 4th , Chocolate Fair 

 
    December 1st, Christmas Bazaar 

As you probably know Edmund’s Florist has now closed 

leaving St. John’s to find another source for altar flowers.  Margaret 

has checked with Shaws and they receive fresh flowers on Thursdays 

so whoever has flowers for the week could purchase them at Shaws 
(and keep them refrigerated until Sunday).   Of course, you can 

purchase flowers anywhere you would like to or bring them from 

your gardens. 

 

Please let the altar person know your plans when you sign up 

so your thanksgiving or memorial can be listed in the bulletin.  On 

those Sundays when no one signs up, we will use the silk flowers. 

 

 We do need more families to sign up for flowers so that we 

don’t get “sick” of seeing those same silk flowers….. 

 

  Thank you, 

 
   Louise and Margaret 

Edmund’s Florist 

Notable Events 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John’s Global Mission Giving 
 

Throughout Lent, we 
focused much of our thought, 

prayer and discussion on our call 
to global mission. On Easter, we 

had a generous ingathering of 
$735.22 that fulfills our goal to 
raise 0.7 of 1% of our budget. 

That is our Millennium 
Development Goal for 2007. On 

May 29th, following the Sunday 
service, we will gather and 
decide how to distribute our 

financial support for global 
mission. We heard from several 
people who have had direct 

involvement in organizations 
that they feel are making a 

difference. 
Howard Clark and Diana 

Collins spoke to us about the 

LAMB Institute (Latin American 
Missionary and Bible Institute) in 

Honduras. Established in 1999, 
the LAMB Institute operates a 
daycare center for 75 children, 

a Pre-K through 2nd grade school 
for 140 children, a missionary 

training program, a residential 
children’s home for 44 children, 
and a community assistance 
program that operates a food 
shelf, some home construction 
support, medication assistance, 

and some community health 
education. A contribution of 

$100 completely supports a 
child in residential care for one 
month. At this time, 100% of 

donations go to support the 
programs. Howard and Diana 

bought a bus and drove it to 
Honduras for use in the many 
LAMB programs. For more 

information, read the 
informational brochure on the 

board in the parish hall.  

 
 

Adelit Ruckomangana 
spoke to us about Rwanda. He is 

on the Board of Directors of 
CHABHA (Children Affected by 

HIV/AIDS). The work of CHABHA 
and Susanna Grannis  is well 
known to St John’s. They select 

promising grass-roots projects 
conceived and operated by 

people in the communities they 
serve. There are currently nine 
projects, one in Namibia, four in 

South Africa and four in 
Rwanda. The projects offer 
educational, medical, and 

vocational support for many 
child-headed households that 

have been orphaned by AIDS. A 
contribution of $100 will send six 
children to primary school for a 

year. Another $100 will supply a 
child receiving AIDS treatment 

with supplemental food for a 
year. 100% of donated funds are 
sent in full to Africa to support 

the projects. The Board of 
Directors cover all administrative 

costs in the US. For more 
information go to 
www.chabha.org 

Bill Rankin is the president 
of GAIA (Global AIDS Interfaith 
Alliance) which has been 

operating in Malawi since 2001 
at the village level to provide 

prevention strategies and care 
for those affected by AIDS. GAIA 
is unique because of its ability to 

partner with many projects 
operating within a wide 

spectrum of faith organizations 
in Malawi. A contribution of $100 
can supply AIDS medication to 

one person for three months. Its 
web-site does not offer financial 

disclosure information. For more 
information go to 
www.thegaia.org. 

  

 Beth Ann Maier spoke 
to us about St Jude Hospital in 

St Lucia. HHV (Hewanorra 
Health Volunteers) is a 501(c)3 

organization founded a year 
ago to be a US vehicle for 
donations directly to support 

this hospital. St Jude Hospital in 
Vieux Fort, St Lucia provides 

care to any who come 
regardless of their ability to 
pay. HHV provides needed 

equipment for the hospital. The 
first focus of support was 
providing glucometers and 

diabetes test strips. If a 
newborn needs to be tested 

for low blood sugar, a 
common occurrence, a vial of 
blood needs to be drawn from 

the infant and sent to the lab. 
If test strips are available, the 

test may be performed at the 
bedside and a drop of blood 
will suffice. A contribution of 

$100 will supply over 200 test 
strips at the bedside and save 

the cost of laboratory fees. 
HHV is operated by volunteers, 
so all donations go directly to 

meet patient care needs. For 
more information go to 
www.hewanorrahhv.org 

 Episcopal Relief and 
Development (ERD) is the 

outreach arm of the Episcopal 
Church. ERD is particularly 
effective at distributing disaster 

relief, for example during the 
2005 Tsunami and hurricane 

Katrina.  The funds are 

funneled through dioceses 
and global partners 
throughout the Anglican 

Communion to be spent 
locally by those who are 

already doing outreach and 
can assess the need.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

A contribution of $135 supplies a 
flock of chickens for a family, 

sustaining them with eggs and 
supplemental income.   The 

funds are funneled through 
dioceses and global partners 
throughout the Anglican 

Communion to be spent locally 
by those who are already doing 

outreach and can assess the 
need. A contribution of $135 
supplies a flock of chickens for a 

family, sustaining them with eggs 

and supplemental income. A 

contribution of $90 supplies six 

mosquito nets effective in 
combating malaria and other 
mosquito born disease.  ERD 

distributed 13.5 million dollars in 
2006 in support of  projects in 47 
countries.  90% of every donor 

dollar goes to program work in the 
field. For more information go to 

www.er-d.org . 

On April 28th at 2PM at 
Christ Church Montpelier, Bishop 
Tom Ely will give a presentation 

about his sabbatical time 
exploring global mission. He has 

some ideas about projects to 
support in El Salvador and the 
Sudan. If you know of a non-profit 

organization engaged in global 
mission that you would like to be 

included for the parish to 
consider, please submit 
information on its mission, 

programs and use of funds. They 
will all be presented on May 29th.   

 

 

 

Web Pages to Bookmark 

http://www.e4gr.org/news/index.html?news_id=373 

 

Control Click on the address above to link to the 

web site. 

 

What One Organization Can Do – The Global 

AIDS Interfaith Alliance by Meg Styles 

http://www.dioceseofvermont.org/Elyletters/ElyLetters07/El
yCommuniqueResponse.html 

Control Click on the address above to link to the 

web site. 

Response to the Communiqué from the Primates' 
Meeting of February 2007 

By the Rt. Rev. Thomas Clark Ely, Bishop of Vermont   
March 4, 2007 

(Published in the April 2007 Mountain Echo)  

 

 

The next scheduled publish date for 

the  Messenger is May20.  Please 

have all contributions submitted by 

Sunday, May 13.  Sunday Ministries 

will be needed for June 3rd  through  

July 8th.  

 

 Email submissions to 

rosalinda@hotsheet.com are 

welcome! 

 



 
Rector’s Message 
 
Dear People of St. John’s, 

 
 I’ve got music on my mind, first because we are so blessed with the music of St. John’s, but, 

secondly, because all during the last week with my mother’s last month whether she, a former 

organist and choir director, was conscious or not, we all communicated with music which was always 

on.  From Albinoni to Wagner with Bach and Mozart in between the voiceless words of 

transcendence spoke between us, her and God.  We even sang ourselves at times. 

 Our friend and neighbor Karen Speerstra in her book of quotations Divine Sparks – Collected 

Wisdom of the Heart, under the heading “music”, gives the thoughts of others on this.  “Music helps 

you feel your feelings, and words help you think your thoughts, but a song helps you feel a thought” 

(from “The Lemon – drop kid”).  Or, “without music life would be a mistake”, wrote Friedrich Nietzsche, 

while major composers like Beethoven, Bach and Brahms all speak of God as the source of their 

inspiration.  Just the other day a commentator quoted the author Kurt Vonagut who just died to the 

effect that music is the one sure proof that there is a god.  I would answer that it’s not about proof, 

it’s about God’s gift of communication with what can’t be expressed.  As Plato put it, our “musical 

instruments and voices are only a distant echo of the sublime music of creation”. 

 When some twenty years ago with the dedication of Gwynneth Walker’s “St. John’s Trilogy” 

we gave our whole service over to parishioners’ reflections about “what music means to me”, it was 

the most moving liturgy I’ve ever experienced at St. John’s.  Even the most hardnosed parishioners 

have confessed how certain hymns get them all choked up.  I can’t sing “The King of Love my 

Shepard is….” without falling apart inside. 

 “When in our music God is glorified…” begins one of our hymns which then asks in one of its 

verses “And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night…?”  Just looking through the psalms the other day I 

found some twenty beautiful lines which refer to singing praise to God or God putting a new song in 

our hearts.  “Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing” (89:1). 

 I’ve got music on my mind and in my heart.  Maybe Bach said it best.  “The aim and final 

reason of all music should be nothing else but the Glory of God and the refreshment of the spirit”.  It’s 

an act of faith.  Or then Bob Dylan…”Music attracts the angels in the universe”. 

 

       Singing “Alleluia”, 
 

 
       Timothy Eberhardt 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Easter  4 

April 29 

~ 10 am Service ~ 

Ushers:  

Oblations:  

Eucharist Minister: Beth Ann Maier 

Intercessions: Susan O’Malley 

Readers: Gay Gaston 

Coffee Hour: Gay Gaston 

 
 

Easter 5 

May 6 

~  8 am & 10 am Service ~ 

Ushers:  

Oblations:  

Eucharist Minister: Harriet Chase 

Intercessions: Burt Ulrich 

Readers: Harriet Chase 

Coffee Hour:  Susan O’Malley 

 
 

Easter 6 

May 13 

~  10 am Service ~ 

Ushers:  

Oblations:  

Eucharist Minister: Linda Runnion 

Intercessions: Anna Sease 

Readers: Ellen Baker 

Coffee Hour: Ellen Baker 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Easter 7 

May 20 

~ 8 am & 10 am Service ~ 
Ushers: 
Oblations: 

Eucharist Minister: Pat Mayer 

Intercessions: Jocelyn Richards Olson 

Readers: Nancy Wright 

Coffee Hour: Pat Mayer 

 
 

The Day of Pentecost 

May 27 

~ 10 am Service ~ 

Ushers:  

Oblations:  

Eucharist Minister: Gay Gaston 

Intercessions: Nancy Wright 

Readers: Steve & Jane Eubanks 

Coffee Hour: Anna Dustin 
 

 

Trinity Sunday 

June 3 

~ 8 am & 10 am Service ~ 

Ushers:  

Oblations:  

Eucharist Minister: Beth Ann Maier 

Intercessions: 

Readers: 
 



 
 


